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Chicagoland Leads Nation in Help-Wanted Ad Growth 
Labor Demand Reflects Improving Economy; More to be Done 

  
CHICAGO – Chicagoland employers published 165,500 help wanted internet ads in August, an increase of 
9,400 over July, the Illinois Department of Employment Security said today, citing the independent Conference 
Board. The monthly increase was greater than any metro area in the country. The data is seasonally adjusted. 
  
Statewide, employers sought 214,000 new hires, an increase of 12,500 over July. The data point indicates 
employers believe that they need more workers to meet consumer demand for products and services.  
 
“Private employers creating jobs to meet demand is an encouraging indicator that our economy is moving 
forward,” IDES Director Jay Rowell said. “Our neighbors looking for work should use Resume Builder to find 
opportunities that match their skills and to clearly state why their experiences will help the company succeed.”  
 
Locally, help wanted advertisement leaders are Bloomington/Peoria (10,300), Decatur/Springfield (7,300) and 
Rockford Stateline (6,900). Champaign/Danville recorded 5,800 internet job postings and the Quad Cities 
recorded 5,100. Local data is not seasonally adjusted. 
 
The Conference Board collects the Help Wanted Online data. The Conference Board is a global, independent 
business membership and research association. Employers actually need more workers than the help wanted 
advertising indicates because some industries, such as construction, typically do not post job openings online. 
 
Included in the data are 160,000 positions advertised on Illinoisjoblink.com. IDES operates the state’s hiring 
board and no-cost HR recruitment services. Job seekers can build multiple resumes to emphasize different skills 
and experiences. Employers can use keyword matching technology to search resumes and find the best 
candidate. Illinoisjoblink.com is free, including an evaluation of potential tax incentives for hiring certain 
individuals, such as Veterans, the formerly incarcerated and those using certain forms of public assistance. 
 
Illinoisjoblink.com also can help build a resume. Step-by-step, Resume Builder creates a resume designed to 
pass through computer filters employers use to sort job applicants. Resume Builder also will match the resume 
with help wanted ads. Resume Builder is suitable for all skill levels, including college graduates. 
 
Individuals who apply for unemployment insurance automatically are registered in Illinoisjoblink.com. Once 
registered, workers can select My Homepage to access My Resume. Individuals who have not applied for 
benefits can create an account and follow the same steps through My Homepage and My Resume. 
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HWOL Data for Local Economic Development Regions – August 2014 

 
 Top 5 Occupations:  Top 5 Occupations: 

Region 1 - Central 
Cass, Christian, Greene, 
Logan, Macon, Macoupin, 
Menard, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Sangamon, Scott, 
Shelby Counties 
7,300 Jobs 

• Transportation and Material Moving 
Occupations: 1,154 jobs 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 1,090  jobs 
• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 

Occupations: 960  jobs 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations: 

744 jobs 
• Management Occupations: 609  jobs 

Region 2 - East 
Central 
Champaign, Douglas, 
Ford, Iroquois, Piatt, 
Vermilion Counties 
5,800 Jobs 

• Transportation and Material Moving Occupations:  
835 jobs 

• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 
Occupations:  765  jobs 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 719  jobs 
• Office and Administrative support: 565  jobs 
• Education, Training, and Library Occupations: 

416 jobs 

Region 3 - North 
Central 
De Witt, Fulton, Livingston, 
Mc Lean, Marshall, Mason, 
Peoria, Stark, Tazewell, 
Woodford Counties. 
10,300 Jobs 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 1,396  jobs 
• Transportation and Material Moving 

Occupations: 1,335 jobs 
• Computer and Mathematical Occupations: 1,214 

jobs 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations: 

1,098 jobs 
• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 

Occupations: 788  jobs 

Region 4 - 
Northeast 
Cook, De Kalb, Du Page, 
Grundy, Kane, Kankakee, 
Kendall, Lake, Mc Henry, 
Will Counties. 
168,700 Jobs 

• Computer and Mathematical Occupations: 
23,782 jobs 

• Management Occupations: 19,891 jobs 
• Sales and Related Occupations: 18,983  jobs 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations: 

18,637 jobs 
• Business and Financial Operations Occupations: 

15,413 jobs 

Region 5 - Northern 
Stateline 
Boone, Ogle, Stephenson, 
Winnebago Counties. 
6,900 Jobs 

• Transportation and Material Moving 
Occupations: 1,036 jobs 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 850  jobs 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations:  

718 jobs 
• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 

Occupations: 646  jobs 
• Education, Training, and Library Occupations: 

431 jobs 

Region 6 - 
Northwest 
Bureau, Carroll, Henry, Jo 
Daviess, La Salle, Lee, 
Mercer, Putnam, Rock 
Island, Whiteside Counties. 
5,100 Jobs 

• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 
Occupations: 729  jobs 

• Transportation and Material Moving Occupations:  
610 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 561 jobs 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations: 

501 jobs 
• Computer and Mathematical Occupations: 317 

jobs 

Region 7 - 
Southeastern 
Clark, Clay, Coles, 
Crawford, Cumberland, 
Edgar, Effingham, Fayette, 
Jasper, Lawrence, Marion, 
Moultrie, Richland 
Counties. 
 
2,400 Jobs 

• Transportation and Material Moving 
Occupations: 424  jobs 

• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 
Occupations: 420  jobs 

• Office jobs and Administrative Support 
Occupations: 282 jobs 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 241 jobs 
• Production Occupations: 151 jobs 

Region 8 - 
Southern 
Alexander, Edwards, 
Franklin, Gallatin, 
Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Johnson, 
Massac, Perry, Pope, 
Pulaski, Saline, Union, 
Wabash, Wayne, White, 
Williamson Counties. 
3,400 Jobs 

 
• Sales and Related Occupations: 503  jobs 
• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 

Occupations: 478  jobs 
• Transportation and Material Moving Occupations: 

475 jobs 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations: 

377 jobs 
• Management Occupations: 212 jobs 

Region 9 – 
Southwestern 
Bond, Calhoun, Clinton, 
Jersey, Madison, Monroe, 
Randolph, St. Clair, 
Washington Counties. 
5,100 Jobs 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 744 jobs 
• Computer and Mathematical Occupations: 603 

jobs 
• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 

Occupations:  562 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations: 

538 jobs 
• Transportation and Material Moving 

Occupations:  443 jobs 
 

Region 10 - West 
Central 
Adams, Brown, Hancock, 
Henderson, Knox, Mc 
Donough, Pike, Schuyler, 
Warren Counties. 
1,800 Jobs 

• Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 
Occupations: 366  jobs 

• Sales and Related Occupations: 274 jobs 
• Transportation and Material Moving Occupations: 

161 jobs 
• Office and Administrative Support Occupations: 

139 jobs 
• Management Occupations:  137 jobs 
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