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IDES Releases Updated Brochure on 
Career Planning for Families

                                                                                                                by Lola Lucas

The Illinois Department of 
Employment Security (IDES) 
has updated the popular 

brochure, Kids and Careers: How 
Families Can Help Youth Succeed.    

                         The tri-fold brochure offers parents tips 
and resources for helping their children 
with career planning. Following is a 
description of each of the brochure’s 
seven sections:

Parent Involvement = Student 
Success:
points out that parents are their 
children’s first role models for not only 

careers but attitudes toward work and 
education. Helping teens complete a 
high school diploma translates into 
about half a million dollars of more 
earnings over a lifetime for high school 
graduates than dropouts. 

Jobs That Require a Higher 
Education:
is a graph showing that the jobs with 
the fastest growth rate require at least 
some post-secondary education. Jobs 
requiring post-secondary education will 
experience projected growth of 13 to 19 
percent compared to 8 percent for jobs 
requiring only on-the-job training.
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Three Easy Steps to a Career 
Plan:
recommends using IDES’ online 
career planning resources (CIS Junior, 
CIS, the Illinois Career Information 
System, and ReNEW for adults) to 
research career options. Students 
and their parents can find careers 
that match their interests and then 
develop plans to reach their goals.

Important Targets for 
Parents and Students:
identifies key career planning steps 
students can take during their middle 
school through high school years, 
such as scheduling ACT and SAT 
tests. Many of the resources in CIS 
Junior and CIS can help students 
track their progress and store 

important information in their online 
portfolios.

Illinois Occupations with 
Most Jobs Each Year:
lists the top two growth occupations 
by education required, from short 
term on-the-job training (cashiers 
and retail salespersons) to work 
experience plus four or more years 
of college (general and operations 
managers and lawyers.) 

Average Annual Incomes 
Rise wtih Education:
is a graph showing that income 
increases with education while 
the unemployment rate drops. For 
example, high school dropouts can 
expect to earn $23,608 a year and 

experience a 14.6 percent rate of 
unemployment, while at the opposite 
end, doctoral degree holders can 
expect to earn an average annual 
salary of $79,664 and have a 
substantially lower unemployment 
rate of 2.5 percent. Not everyone can 
or will complete advanced degrees, 
but the graph makes clear that 
education pays off.

Other Resources:
lists useful websites for further 
exploration such as the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics and state agencies 
related to education and employment.

Lola Lucas is an IDES Career 
Resource Specialist.

Acesss the brochure at:
http://www.ides.illinois.gov/Custom/Library/
publications/Brochures/KidsandCareers.pdf

Inside the 
Kids and Careers 
brochure:

•	 Career planning for youth
•	 Parental roles 
•	 Top growth jobs


