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Is CIS really for adults?” I’ve been 
asked that question over the years 
while doing training on how to use 

the Illinois Department of Employment 
Security’s online Career Information 
System or CIS. It’s a reasonable question 
considering that the system’s graphics 
sometimes show youth with skateboards, 
and some of its highlighted web links are 
for college entrance test preparation.

However, the Career Information System 
is useful not only for high school and 
college students but also for adults. With 

funding from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, IDES’ Illinois 
Career Resource Network has recently 
launched ReNEW, a mature version of 
the Career Information System.  The 
goal of ReNEW (accessed at http://
www.ILWorkInfo.com/icrn.htm) is to 
help experienced workers, both career 
changers and the unemployed, re-enter 
the ranks of the employed.

ReNEW is essentially the Career 
Information System with a grown-up 
look.  It cuts to the chase and brings 
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to the forefront information that is 
important to adult job seekers, such 
as local and national job openings, 
educational and training programs, 
and tools that can help them match 
their interests to occupations. It also 
brings more attention to fi nancial aid 
resources for retraining. The section 
“Start Here for Career Success” on 
the ReNEW homepage makes it easier 
than ever to fi nd answers to common 
career questions and navigate the 
career planning process.

ReNEW also features two new 
modules: Find Your Green Job 
and Jobseeker Success Mindset 
Training.  The Find Your Green Job 
web module offers information to 
help people prepare for and fi nd jobs 
in the green jobs industry (see more 
in the Illinois Labor Market Review 
at http://lmi.ides.state.il.us/lmr/
lmreview.htm).  Jobseeker Success 
Mindset Training goes beyond the 
mechanics of job searching, such as 
resume writing, and teaches coping 
skills to decrease stress and increase 
optimism. It also covers employer 
expectations and how employers 
make their hiring decisions. 

As the economy continues to 
improve, ReNEW will help laid off 
workers re-enter the ranks of the 
employed.

Lola Lucas is an Illinois 
Department of Employment Security 
Career Resource Specialist who 
trains educators, counselors, 
administrators and workforce 
development professionals on using 
IDES career tools.

1. Log on to www.ILWorkInfo.com/icrn

2. Select ReNEW

3. Log in as an Illinois resident with  
your city and zip code   

To access ReNEW:

“Job Boards and Resources,” accessed 
through ReNEW’s home page, links 
users to current job openings in 
Illinois and the nation. It also offers 
job tips and resources to veterans, 
workers older than 50, Spanish 
speakers and people with disabilities.  
Through another home page link 
called “Occupations,” job seekers can 
access information on occupational 
outlooks and wages for the wide 
range of promising jobs in the Illinois 
labor market.


