
SEARCHING FOR AN OCCUPATION 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When creating a job seeker account or searching for a job you may need to select an occupation. 
Selecting the occupation that best matches your target job or work experience helps JobLink better 
match you with available jobs. This resource will show you how to search for an occupation by Keyword, 
Most Common, Job Family, and Military Occupational Specialty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type the job title you are looking for (this is also known as your “work wanted” or “target job”). If you 
are not looking for a job, type your current job title or a job title from your work history. From the drop-
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down list, select the job category that best fits the job title you provided. Click Next Step. JobLink 
searches for an occupation that matches your work wanted. Multiple potential matches may display. 
Select the best match and click Next Step. If none of the occupations are a good match, you will need to 
search for a matching occupation. Select None of these match the job I want and click Next Step.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

 
The default occupation search method is the keyword search. To search by Most Common, Job Family, 
or Military, use the Related Links at the top of the page. To learn more about occupations and how to 
find one, click the About link.  
 
To search for an occupation by keyword, select Any, All, or Exact. Type one or more keywords (for 
example, Graphic Designer, Diesel Mechanic, or Cashier), and click Search.  
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Your search results may include occupations that correspond to more than one occupational code. To 
find the best match, click the View links to view the additional occupations.  
 
If your search results include unique matches, you can click the Description links for more detailed 
information about the occupations, including any related occupations or sub-specialties. At the bottom 
of the description page, you can either select the occupation, or return to the search results.  
 
If there is more than one page of search results, click the page numbers to navigate between pages.  
If the occupation you’re looking for is not listed, click New Search and conduct a new keyword search 
using different or additional keywords. You may also change Keyword Match to All or Any to broaden 
the search, or choose a different search method from the Related Links. 
 
Once you’ve found the occupation you’re looking for, click the link to the right of the occupation in the 
Action column. The wording of this link varies depending on the task. For example, if you’re creating a 
JobLink account, the link reads “Select Work Wanted.” If you’re searching for jobs using the Advanced 
Job Search, the link reads “Search.”  
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Most Common is a list of the 25 occupations most commonly selected for resumes and job orders in 
IllinoisJobLink.com. It is updated daily. To view the list, click Most Common in the Related Links. For 
more information about the occupations, click the Description links. 
 
If the occupation you’re looking for is not listed, choose a different search method from the Related 
Links. 
 
Once you’ve found the occupation you’re looking for, click the link to the right of the occupation in the 
Action column.  
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Job Families are occupations grouped by work performed, skills, education, training, and credentials. 
The top-level families are broad, and become more specific as you narrow your search. 
To search for an occupation by Job Family, click Job Family in the Related Links. Click a link in the list of 
Top Level Job Families to view the occupations within that family. For more information about the 
occupations, click the Description links. 
 
If the occupation you’re looking for is not listed, click Up a Level at the bottom of the page to return to 
the previous page of results, or click New Search to select a different Top Level Job Family or to choose a 
different search method from the Related Links. 
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Once you’ve found the occupation you’re looking for, click the link to the right of the occupation in the 
Action column.  

 
The Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) code search is designed to assist uniformed service members, 
DOD civilian employees, and veterans in identifying occupations that are similar to their military/DOD 
occupation.  
 
To search for and select an occupation by MOS, click Military in the list of Related Links. Select Any, All, 
or Exact. Type the desired MOS code or keyword(s) and click Search.  
 
For more information about the occupations, click the Description links. If the occupation you’re looking 
for is not listed, click New Search at the bottom of the page and conduct a new search using a different 
MOS code or keyword(s). You may also change Keyword Match to All or Any to broaden the search, or 
choose a different search method from the Related Links. Once you’ve found the occupation you’re 
looking for, click the link to the right of the occupation in the Action column.  
 
Now, you know how to search for and select an occupation. 
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